


Dear Distinguished Business Leaders and Attendees,

We are honored to welcome you to the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s
Regional Business Conference and Expo at the Delta Flight Museum. This business
conference is one of the largest in the Southeast bringing together Hispanic
leaders and the general market to discuss topics that provoke thought leadership
and insights promoting economic opportunities and strategies for businesses and
leaders in attendance. 

As we know America is investing in laying a foundation for the future with
infrastructure at its core focus. Billions of dollars are being poured to create a
transformational shift in our roads, bridges, and expansion efforts for broadband
and rural access ensuring a solid foundation for America’s future.

In that spirit, we need to be cognizant that the Hispanic community makes up 19%
of the US population, 25% of new businesses are Hispanic owned, which equates to
5 million Hispanic-owned businesses total in the US today contributing more than
$800 billion to the American economy annually. That is $800 billion! 

If those figures did not turn your head, try this one: if Hispanics in the U.S. were
their own country, their GDP would rank the 5th largest in the world surpassing the
UK and India.
The future holds immense potential because Hispanics' business will grow by
another 25% coupled by an approximate 60% growth in Hispanic population over
the next 25 years. In Georgia alone, there was an 87% growth rate among Latina-
owned start-ups.

This population growth drives enormous purchasing power, it empowers a new
workforce, it sustains business growth, and the supply chain effects create new
wealth.

Veronica Maldonado-Torres
President and CEO 
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

PRESIDENT'S LETTER



We are thrilled to welcome you to, FUTURE NOW. Our theme emphasizes the
urgency of laying a foundation for tomorrow, today. The conference will deliver
keynotes, workshops, panels, and exhibition opportunities to meet with
procurement, supplier diversity professionals, cities, counties, and small business
vendors to build the pipeline for economic opportunity in Georgia. Conference
topics will range from the future of labor markets, economic forecasting, business
trends, Supplier Diversity, Energy, infrastructure expansion projects, and more. 

Additionally, we will celebrate the 4th Annual ERG Competition in partnership
with HCCA and ALFA featuring Georgia’s Best and Brightest Corporate Hispanic
Inclusion Groups on Retention, Culture, Belonging, Community and Commerce
Engagement Strategies.

Let us build the future now, together! Enjoy today's conference. 

Veronica Maldonado-Torres
President and CEO 
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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EXHIBITORS
100 Black Men of South Metro
ACE Women's Business Center   
Amigo Insurance
ATL Search
Atlanta Housing
Bader | Scott Injury Lawyers
Beaver Toyota
C&C Printing
CareSource
Cox Enterprises
CREAR
Delta Air Lines - Corporate
Elavon
Fiserv
GA Department of Administrative State Purchasing Division
Gas South
Georgia Power
GHCC
Gilbane Building Company
GMSDC
Gwinnett Co. Board 
Hack Latino
Henry County Water Authority
Indelible Business Solutions
IPCOMM (Trade)
JP Morgan Chase 
Kaiser Permanente
MBDA - Georgia Tech
Northside Hospital Cancer Inst.
R.I. Properties Management
Telemundo 
Truist
Univision 
UP Advertising
UPS
Urban Air Buford/McDonough
US Small Business Association
WABE





Julieta McCurry
Vice President, In-Flight Entertainment

and Connectivity Strategy
Delta Air Lines 

WELCOME REMARKS



Anna Roach is executive director of the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), which
facilitates community and development strategies to enhance the Atlanta region’s
growth and quality of life.

Prior to joining ARC in 2022, Roach served as Chief Operating Officer and Chief
Strategy Officer of Fulton County, where she oversaw 4,500 employees in 38
departments with a budget of $1.2 billion. Roach also served as Fulton County’s
Chief Strategy Officer and Assistant County Manager. A lawyer by training, Roach
has held several key legal leadership positions during her career, including
Assistant Deputy General Counsel for the government of the District of Columbia
and administrative law judge in the City of New York.

Roach is a current member of the Rotary Club of Atlanta and the American Bar
Association, serves as an advisory board member at Tyler Technologies and Avenu
Insights and Analytics, and was past board chair of the March of Dimes, Atlanta
market. She holds a Juris Doctor from St. John’s University and a Bachelor of Arts
in political science from the State University of New York, College at Cortland.

Anna Roach
Executive Director and CEO
Atlanta Regional Commission

OWNING YOUR FUTURE - 
MORNING KEYNOTE 



Andrew VanWazer is a Portfolio Specialist serving as the lead expert on Managed
Investment Solutions for J.P. Morgan U.S. Wealth Management. In this role, Andrew
speaks directly with Portfolio Managers daily to understand the philosophy and
current views across strategies. Using those insights, he helps clients establish
holistic, investment portfolios that aim to achieve their unique, long-term goals
and objectives. Andrew also helps convey J.P. Morgan’s market views and range of
managed offerings to the J.P. Morgan advisor population. As client preferences
evolve, he helps develop new solutions for the Wealth Management platform. 

Prior to his current role, Andrew worked as an Investment Specialist in the J.P.
Morgan Private Bank in Chicago where he advised ultra-high net worth clients on
their long-term investment portfolios. Previously, he held a role as a Banker Analyst
where he helped support a $2.6B book of business. 

Outside of his day job, Andrew co-founded the Black Analyst Forum, an
organization across JPM Asset & Wealth Management designed to help diverse
Analysts progress in their careers by connecting them directly with senior thought
leaders. He also serves as a Mentor through the J.P. Morgan iMentor Program. 

Andrew has FINRA Series 7 and 63 securities licenses and is also a CFA
charterholder. He holds a B.A. in Economics from The University of Chicago where
he was a subpar student-athlete (baseball). Now that his arm no longer functions
properly, Andrew enjoys golf and road-tripping in his free time. Originally from
Arlington Heights, IL, Andrew currently resides on the Upper East Side of
Manhattan.

Andrew P. VanWazer
Vice President, Regional Portfolio Specialist,
Head of USWM
JPMC US Wealth Management

ECONOMIC FORECAST



Antonio Molina 
Chairman

GHCC Board of Directors 

STATE OF THE INDUSTRY

MODERATOR



Karen Bremer
President & CEO
Georgia Restaurant Association

STATE OF THE INDUSTRY

With over 44 years in the hospitality industry, Bremer is the CEO of the Georgia
Restaurant Association (GRA), representing one of the largest industries in the
state. The GRA serves as the unified voice for over 18,500 foodservice and drinking
places in the state of Georgia with total sales in excess of $20 billion which
provides more than 476,000 jobs.

Bremer was the former owner of Dailey’s and City Grill restaurants and was a top
executive with the Peasant Restaurant Group, starting out as a manager and
ultimately being named its president. Bremer is a founding member of the GRA
and the past president of the GRA Board. She serves on the executive committee
for the National Restaurant Association, board of directors for the Atlanta
Convention & Visitors Bureau (ACVB), and serves as vice president for the Council of
State Restaurant Associations. She also sits on the Industry Advisory Board of
Georgia State University's Cecil B. Day School of Hospitality Administration and is a
trustee of the Arby’s Foundation. She is a member of Les Dames d'Escoffier
International and the International Women's Forum.



As Vice President of Advanced Analytics & Market Insights for UPS, Sean is
responsible for leading the development of market defining insights based on the
intersection of data analytics, macroeconomic forecasting, market research, and
competitive analysis.

He enables UPS to understand and leverage the complexities of the global
marketplace by guiding the development of innovative systems and processes
driving  insights from descriptive to predictive to prescriptive.  

Sean’s experience is well-suited to help UPS harness global commerce. He was
previously Vice President of Global Retail and e-Commerce Strategy for UPS,
responsible for creating solutions that enable merchants to compete in the $1.7
trillion global B-to-C e-commerce market. 

Prior to these responsibilities, he was the Director of U.S. International Marketing. In
this role, Sean designed programs that helped U.S. businesses become more global
in their thinking and compete more effectively in global markets. Before that he
spent seven years in Singapore in a variety of roles that included Director of
Marketing for UPS’s South District in the Asia Pacific Region. At this time, Sean was
responsible for marketing activities in 28 emerging and mature markets across
Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands that included Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

Sean holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration (Finance) from Emory
University. He and his wife Tiffany reside in Marietta, Georgia, with their three sons.

Sean Flaherty
Vice President, Advanced Analytics & Market
Insights
UPS

STATE OF THE INDUSTRY



Kathy Kuzava has served the association as President for over 25 years. Kathy
discovered her passion for the grocery industry while in high school and, after
graduating from Georgia State University with a specialty in Organizational
Management, she began her career with Supervalu. She later took the helm at GFIA
at the request of some of her independent retailer customers, most of whom are
still loyal GFIA members. Kathy is responsible for the overall management of the
association, and she plays a key role in representing our membership and the
grocery industry before elected officials and regulatory agencies in Georgia.

Kathy Kuzava
President
Georgia Food Industry Association

STATE OF THE INDUSTRY



As vice president for Gilbane Building Company, Brian Steed has the responsibility
for driving consistency and excellence for operations in the Atlanta business unit
while overseeing all projects and employees in the local area. With more than 27
years of experience in the construction industry and as a veteran builder in the
Georgia market, Brian has a diverse background building projects from new high
schools to surgery additions to large manufacturing plants to multi-use
developments. He is especially experienced in educational facilities that include
new K-12 schools, complex laboratories and student life buildings. 

Brian is an active participant in the community and industry organizations. He is
currently on the Industry Advisory Board for the Georgria Institutue of Technology
School of Building Construction and the Board of Directors for the Gwinnett
County Chamber of Commerce. He previously served on the Associated General
Contractors (AGC) Board of Directors from 2013 to 2016 and is a current ACE Mentor
Board Member since 2017. In addition, he is involved in Gilbane’s Atlanta/ South
Carolina business unit mentoring program. 

Brian is a licensed general contractor in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia
and Alabama and holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Auburn
University. 

Brian Steed
Vice President, Atlanta
Gilbane Building Company

STATE OF THE INDUSTRY



Adam Moore 
Chief People Officer

Stellar Consulting Solutions, LLC
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Rosemarie Drake
Deputy District Director, Georgia District Office
US Small Business Administration

ESCALAR:
SCALE BUSINESS GROWTH RESOURCES

Experience
Jan 2022: Deputy District Director, US Small Business Administration
Oct 2019 - December 2021: Chief, 7a Program Branch, Office of Financial Assistance, 
US Small Business Administration
June 2018 - September 2019:  Sr. VP Business Development, Bank of America
Jan 2017 - June 2018: Deputy District Director, US Small Business Administration
March 2013 - June 2018: Lender Relations Specialist Supervisor, US Small Business
Administration
2011 - 2013; Board Member, ACE
August 2011 - October 2012; VP SBA Lending, Cornerstone Bank

Education
1992: Temple University
1987 - 1990: Kentucky State University



Aundraya Boone is currently a Senior Supplier Diversity Program Manager at
Microsoft where she leads External Engagements and Partnerships. Upon joining
Microsoft in 2018, she served as a Procurement Manager across various business
groups focused on executing strategic initiatives. At her previous company, AT&T,
she served as a Supplier Diversity Ambassador and sought to continue those efforts
within Microsoft. She quickly connected with the Supplier Diversity team and
assisted them in several different capacities. 

In June of 2020, with the announcement of Microsoft's Racial Equity Initiative,
Aundraya had the opportunity to formally join the Supplier Diversity team and
leverage her skills to expand the current programs growth and execute Microsoft's
diversity goals.

Aundraya Boone
Sr. Supplier Diversity Program Manager
Microsoft

ESCALAR:
SCALE BUSINESS GROWTH RESOURCES



Lisa Cupid
Cobb County Commissioner

ESCALAR:
SCALE BUSINESS GROWTH RESOURCES

Lisa Cupid is Commission Chairwoman of Cobb County. She has served on the
Cobb Board of Commissioners since 2013. Some of her accomplishments include
expanding transit service, improving citizen education and engagement, and
advocating for enhanced public safety measures including the use of license plate
readers, additional body cameras and implementing a public safety nuisance
abatement program. Cupid is known as a strong advocate for the fair treatment of
all of Cobb’s residents and stakeholders regardless of geographic, demographic or
economic standing.

In her new role as Chairwoman, Cupid plans to be “all-In” to help ensure Cobb
maintains its strength as a premiere county without leaving areas or populations of
the county behind. This is through a foundation of Integrity, Inclusiveness,
Intelligent decision-making, Innovation and Investing in Cobb’s residents,
infrastructure and future.

Cupid is an attorney and former mediator, policy analyst and manufacturing
process engineer. She resides in the city of Smyrna with her two children and
husband who is also an attorney, law partner and former electrical engineer. Both
are graduates of Georgia Tech and Georgia State Law and are followers of Christian
faith.



Julian Andrea Bailey currently serves as the Small Business and Supplier Diversity
Manager at the Georgia Department of Administrative Services (DOAS). Through an
executive order issued by Governor Brian Kemp, DOAS is charged with having Regular
meetings with Representatives from the Small Business Community to understand
challenges and identify obstacles; to increase outreach efforts to the small business
community with focus on minority-owned, veteran-owned, and woman-owned
businesses; and, to collaborate with Georgia Department of Economic Development
and UGA SBDC Multicultural Business Division. Bailey leads the Division’s efforts to
facilitate communications and engagement with minority-owned, woman-owned,
and veteran-owned businesses. She also manages the State’s Minority Business
Enterprise Certification program. Prior to joining DOAS, Bailey worked with the
Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA) Business Center at Georgia Tech’s
Enterprise Innovation Institute.

Bailey earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations from Howard University
and a Master of Business Administration degree in Management from Troy University.
She is a Professional Certified Marketer with the American Marketing Association.

Julian Andrea Bailey
Small Business and Supplier Diversity
Manager

ESCALAR:
SCALE BUSINESS GROWTH RESOURCES



HCCA COMPETITION

FOURTH ANNUAL SOUTHEAST HISPANIC B/ERG
COMPETITION AT THE 2022 FUTURE, NOW BUSINESS

CONFERENCE AND EXPO

The Hispanic Business Center (HBC) is a leading enabler of economic growth for
Hispanic businesses in the Southeast, providing education and access to resources. The
HBC is a subsidiary of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. www.ghcc.org

The Hispanic Corporate Council of Atlanta (HCCA) is the premier organization
representing the Hispanic corporate B/ERGs of greater Atlanta, and their leaders,
members, and companies. www.hispaniccorporate.com

ALPFA is a leading organization of Hispanic professionals and leaders in the greater
Atlanta area. https://www.alpfa.org/page/atlanta

The HCCA was formed to elevate B/ERGs in the Atlanta community through
professional development and sharing of best practices for B/ERG leaders and
increasing the visibility and value of corporate B/ERGs to their companies. The HBC,
ALPFA, and their leaders and members also recognize the critical and ever-growing
importance and value of B/ERGs and are often their most dynamic participants.

Daily, B/ERGs demonstrate their vital role in employee engagement, community
outreach, insight into our community’s businesses, and most importantly,
contributions to the achievement of all types of business goals – from the bottom line
to a diverse corporate culture. Due to these truths, the HBC, HCCA, and ALPFA, and our
shared and individual memberships, are partnering to recognize excellence in the
community’s B/ERGs through this competition.

Congratulations to the top 3 B/ERGs, competing during the 2022 Future, Now Business
Conference and Expo on November 29th, 2022, at The Delta Flight Museum and be
awarded as the most impactful B/ERG in the Southeast!



CONGRATULATIONS! 



Nathaly Loazia
Co-Founder/ Director of Operations

CAL Industries
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 Born in Cartagena, Colombia. Liney Arciniegas leverages her passion for creative
thinking, innovation, and excellent storytelling capabilities to provide
recommendations related to Business Innovation, User Experience Research and
Design, and Diversity & Inclusion. At the age of 19, Liney learned she is an organic
calculated risk taker and her adventurous spirit lead her to leave her hometown
and live in almost 12 countries doing professional and volunteering work. In 2019
while she was living in the Middle East, she took one of the biggest risks of her life:
leaving her promising career in the Oil & Gas industry, to come to Atlanta to pursue
a major career change in Business Innovation. 

Today she works at The Home Depot as a UX Researcher, Entrepreneurship
Professor at Georgia State University and is one of the Co-Founders of TechBright, a
non-profit whose mission is to provide tech and educational resources to young
professionals in Latin America, to help break the poverty cycle. Liney lives in Atlanta
with her husband Raul, they both are huge Formula 1 fans (in her own words: "it is
my therapy and what inspires me to keep pushing forward"). Liney is an Industrial
Engineer and M.A in Creative Business Leadership from SCAD Atlanta.

Liney Arciniegas (MILLENNIAL)

 UX Designer
 Home Depot 

HYPE PRESENTS NEXTGEN
ATTRACTION & RETENTION



Alex Raul embodies the perfect combination of charm, etiquette, and
professionalism. With over 30 successful years in Corporate America holding
several leadership positions, Alex Raul has coached and mentored over 100
business leaders. His well-known involvement in the community has created
admiration, attracted, and inspired new leaders and partnerships around the
world. Throughout the years, he has been an ambassador for several organizations
in Georgia. Such as the American Red Cross, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta,
March of Dimes, Junior Achievement, Habitat for Humanity, Partnership Against
Domestic Violence and other organizations. 

His passion to serve the community is undeniable and he believes that helping
others is the secret to living a life that is not only happier but also healthier and
meaningful. Alex Raul is very proud to be part of RudHil Companies’ Leadership
Team. 

Alex Raul Rivera (GEN X) 
Director of Business and Community
Development 
Rudhil Companies

HYPE PRESENTS NEXTGEN
ATTRACTION & RETENTION



Jennifer Silva (She/Her/ Ella) is an Account Associate at York Public Relations. Born
to immigrant parents from Jalisco, Mexico, Jennifer strives to accomplish her goals
while making her parents and younger brother proud. As a recent graduate from
Kennesaw State University, Jennifer is an active sister of Lambda Theta Alpha Latin
Sorority Inc. and actively participates in civic engagement of the Latinx community
through GALEO. 

Jennifer Silva (GEN Z) 
Public Relations Account Associate 
York Public Relations

HYPE Presents NextGen
Attraction & Retention



Alex Villanueva is a proud Puerto Rican who was born in Chicago and raised in
Atlanta. Upon graduating from Kennesaw State University in 2016 Alex began the
early part of his career as an External IT Auditor focusing primarily on SOX Audits
for various Fortune 500 organizations. During the pandemic Alex made a career
shift and is now a Cyber Security Senior Technology Consultant at EY focusing
primarily on cybersecurity readiness assessments and transformation projects.
Altogether, Alex has 5 years of experience in professional services across various
industries including, but not limited to education, financial services, media,
manufacturing, hospital, and global hotels. 

Alex is also very involved in various internal EY initiatives such where he is
President of D&I efforts with EY Atlanta’s Latin Professional Network BRG and
helped form EY’s first ever Hispanic Latinx and Network dedicated to uplifting
cybersecurity professionals. Alex also dedicates his time to entrepreneurs through
EY’s Entrepreneur Access Network, helping support Black and Hispanic-owned
companies address barriers to grow. 

Outside of EY, Alex dedicates a lot of his time to his community serving as
President of Hispanic Young Professionals & Entrepreneurs (HYPE), past Latinx
Strategy and Outreach Campaign Co-Lead for now Atlanta’s 61st Mayor Andre
Dickens, and most recently serves on the Sponsorship Committee for the 2022 St.
Jude's Evening of Hope Gala. 
Alex was recently accepted into LEAD Atlanta’s Class of 2023 where he hopes he
can position the next generation with resources, thought leadership, and vast
networks to help navigate and bridge communities.

Alex Villanueva (GEN Z) 
Sr Cybersecurity Consultant, EY 
President, HYPE

HYPE Presents NextGen
Attraction & Retention



Veronica Maldonado-Torres
President and CEO 

Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
 

MODERATOR

MAYORAL FIRESIDE CHAT 



Dr. Hardie Davis Jr. is the 84th Mayor of Augusta. An electrical engineer by trade and a
former State Representative and State Senator, Mayor Davis has 16 years of experience
transforming local and state government, economic and workforce development, and
building smart, equitable, and sustainable 21st-century cities. 

Managing an operating budget of $1.09B, Mayor Davis received global recognition for
his signature projects, including helping Solvay Manufacturing secure $178M in
funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law for their work in electric vehicle
batteries and electric grids. Significant accomplishments to date include reducing the
city’s unemployment rate to under 4%, establishing the $126 million Georgia Cyber
Innovation and Training Center (1 of 7 cities vying to become the cybersecurity capital
of the world), installing the largest municipal solar project in the state, achieving the
highest bond rating in city history of Aa2, implementing One Augusta (a financial
transparency database that provides stakeholders direct access to government
spending), and overseeing the prestigious Masters Tournament. 

Mayor Davis has consistently been featured in Georgia Trend magazine's annual list of
100 Most Influential Georgians and recognized for his leadership by Georgia Bio, The
Georgia Chamber of Commerce, and the Georgia Association for Career and Technical
Education. He has been a featured speaker at Smart Cities New York, Smart City Expo
Atlanta, Smart City Expo Doha, Summit of the Americas, and National League of Cities.
He is a sought-after speaker regarding cybersecurity for cities. 

Mayor Davis received a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Georgia Tech, participated in
the Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative at Harvard University, and received a
Certificate in Health Policy from the Georgia State University  Andrew Young School of
Policy Studies. He has worked at national corporations with expertise in systems,
automation, and control engineering. 

Mayor Hardie Davis Jr. 
Mayor of Augusta
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 MAYORAL FIRESIDE CHAT

 Mayor Skip Henderson
Mayor of Columbus

I am Skip Henderson, the 70th Mayor of Columbus Ga. On behalf of our City Council
and over 3,000 City Employees, welcome to Columbus, Georgia, a great place to
live, do business, work, and play.

Columbus Consolidated Government is Georgia's first consolidated government
and is proud to serve as a model for other local governments across the nation. The
City of Columbus merged with Muscogee County in 1971, creating a streamlined
system that provides a very high level of citizen services at a very low per capita
cost. Columbus is visitor and business friendly.

The U.S. Army's Fort Benning, just south of the city and a very important part of
metro Columbus, is home to the Maneuver Center of Excellence where the world's
best Infantryman, Tankers, and Cavalry Scouts are trained. Phenix City, Alabama, is
just across the Chattahoochee River. Our tri-community, with its wonderful people
and great climate, is simply one of the best places on earth... cosmopolitan but
always neighborly.



 MAYORAL FIRESIDE CHAT

 Mayor Craig Newton
Mayor of Norcross

For over twenty years, Craig L. Newton has been a passionate public servant who
has demonstrated solid leadership and unwavering support for the City of
Norcross, Gwinnett County, and the metro Atlanta region. Craig comes from a long
lineage of Gwinnett history. The Newton family has been a part of Gwinnett County
since the early 1900’s and he has been a lifelong resident of Norcross. After serving
nearly twenty-years on the Norcross City Council, he made history in November
2017 when he was elected as the first African American mayor of any city in
Gwinnett County. Today, he continues his public servant journey as Mayor, where
he is dedicated to guiding the City of Norcross to a new chapter of economic
prosperity, growth, and improved quality of life for all residents. Mayor Newton
brings decades of executive experience from both the private sector and public
leadership roles to the City of Norcross that will serve the city well for years to
come. 



Corporate Relations 
Georgia Power
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Rosa Marroquín 



In July of 2019, Rich Johnson was appointed as the Assistant Vice President of External
Affairs for AT&T Georgia. He brings over a decade of experience working in the public,
private and non-profit sectors.

As an AVP for AT&T, Rich manages and directs external affairs engagement with
community leaders and policymakers throughout Georgia. He develops and
implements statewide strategic efforts to enhance consumer and stakeholder
awareness of key technology deployment and investments. He is also responsible for
managing and directing AT&T Georgia’s extensive philanthropic and community
outreach efforts, including the AT&T Aspire program focused on high school success
and workforce readiness.

UNLOCKING ACCESS: ENERGY,
INFRASTRUCTURE AND

BROADBAND

Rich Johnson
Assistant VP of External Affairs
AT&T



Mark Smith is an experienced political and government professional. Graduated from
Morehouse College in 2014 with a B.A. in Sociology. Served on Senator David Perdue's
staff as the Metro Atlanta Regional Director developing and maintaining relationships
with constituents, local businesses, government officials, and community
organizations on behalf of the Senator. He also served as Senator Perdue's Advisor and
Liaison to HBCUs in the State of Georgia. He joined Governor Kemp's Administration as
Deputy Director of Government Affairs to prepare for the 2022 Legislative session.
Afterwards, joined the Georgia Department of Transportation as Senior Planning policy
Coordinator where he is the Project Manager on the State's National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure Plan.

UNLOCKING ACCESS: ENERGY,
INFRASTRUCTURE AND

BROADBAND

Mark Smith
Senior Planning Policy Coordinator 
Georgia Department of Transportation 



César has almost 30 years of state and federal environmental protection experience in
air, water, and hazardous waste media programs. He has served EPA in various
management roles since 2006, including Manager of the Wastewater Municipal and
Industrial Enforcement Section, Manager of the Hazardous Waste Enforcement and
Compliance Branch, and Deputy Director of the Water Division amongst other roles.
Currently, César serves as the Region 4 Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division
Director where he oversees the hazardous waste, brownfields redevelopment,
chemicals safety, and underground storage tanks. He also leads the regional climate
change initiatives. 

He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Puerto
Rico-Mayagüez and post-graduate coursework in Environmental and Civil Engineering
at The Ohio State University.

UNLOCKING ACCESS: ENERGY,
INFRASTRUCTURE AND

BROADBAND

César A. Zapata
Director, Land, Chemicals and
Redevelopment Division Region 4, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Jess Villegas is the Principal at ACUITY Business Performance Consulting, which
works with private equity, executives, and managers to bring actionable clarity to the
opportunities and challenges they face in the areas of strategy, finance, operations,
and leadership.

Jess has leveraged an extensive range of consultative projects in several diverse
industries, complimented with a mix of executive roles as a CEO, President, VP
Operations, and Director of New Business Development, to drive a record of
accomplishment of growing profitability in multi-site manufacturing, assembly, and
distribution environments in the United States and Mexico.

Jess’ most recent projects include 1) the leading of a senior management team in the
successful sale of a water infrastructure and technology business that required
substantial EBITDA improvement, leadership development, organizational
restructure, and due diligence compliance, 2) the development of co-production
assembly partnerships in the U.S., China, and Western Europe, and 3) the facilitation
of supply-chain and compliance infrastructures to support demanding fulfillment
requirements for major retailers such as Walmart, Target, The Home Depot, and
Dollar General.

Currently Jess, with ACUITY’s Chief Value Consultant Dr. Gilberto Moreno, is
partnering with the GHCC’s Hispanic Business Center to deliver strategic planning
tools, business training curriculums, and one-on-one consulting services to leaders in
the Hispanic business community working to scale their enterprises.
Jess has completed a Master of Science Degree in Leadership and Organizational
Development, and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Management.

See What Matters - A Focused
Approach to Strategy & Execution

Jess Villegas
Principal
ACUITY Business Performance Consulting



Javier Díaz de León
Consul General of Mexico in Atlanta
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During her 24 years of service at the Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, she has
worked in the diplomatic and consular areas. She is a Social Communicator from the
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana and has a Master's in Business Administration from
EUDE in Spain. In addition, she has advanced multiple studies in international
relations.

She attended and completed the Year of Diplomatic Training and the Master's Degree
in Analysis of Contemporary Economic, Political and International Relations Problems
offered by the Externado de Colombia Universities and the Institute of Higher Studies
for Latin America in Paris. 

She has held various positions in the Foreign Ministry: Coordinator of Integration and
Border Development, Coordinator of Binational Cabinets; she has led bilateral political
issues with various countries in Europe, Asia and America. On the external floor, she
has held consular positions at the Consulates in Valencia, Venezuela, Montreal, Canada,
and Milan, Italy. She has also provided her services in the Embassies of Austria, Israel
and Italy.

LATIN AMERICAN TRADE:
THE NEXT FRONTIER

Adriana Arias Castiblanco
Consul General of Columbia  



My name is Monica Altagracia Marin Cruz, Consul General of El Salvador in Georgia, I
graduated from Law School at the Central American University, Jose Simeón Cañas,
with a Bachelor’s in Legal Sciences, in 2002, thus becoming a Lawyer and Public
Notary. In 2005, I got my master’s degree in Business Law from the University of
Barcelona,   Spain. At the time, I worked for law firms in both El Salvador and Spain.
I have worked as a public official since 2006, in various positions, one of the most
recent being legal advisor to the Minister of Economy, prior to assuming the position of
Consul General of El Salvador, in the state of Georgia at the end of 2020.

One of the most important achievements during my management has been the
implementation of simplified procedures for the Salvadoran community, which led
our office to the highest production of documentation in the last five years, being able
to overcome the overdue as an effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic in the year 2020, as
well as the implementation of document delivery at mobile sites by approaching the
community and provide them a quality service. 

I am beyond proud to leave a legacy for the Salvadoran Community through a
Resolution issued by the House of Representatives, declaring September 17th of each
year as Salvadoran American Day in the state of Georgia.

This Resolution recognizes the contributions of Salvadorans regarding economic and
social development. I take this opportunity to congratulate the Salvadorans of our
community, due to their work with our consular headquarters, the Resolution is now a
reality. 

LATIN AMERICAN TRADE:
THE NEXT FRONTIER

Monica Altagracia Marin Cruz
Consul General of El Salvador in Georgia



LATIN AMERICAN TRADE:
THE NEXT FRONTIER

Juan Manuel Navarro
Consul General of Argentina

Diplomatic Experience
June 2021: Consul General. Consulate General of Argentina in Atlanta.
January 2021 - March 2021: Charge d'Affaires. Embassy of Argentina in the People's
Republic of China.
December 2019 - August 2020: Charge d'Affaires. Embassy of Argentina in the People's
Republic of China.
2018: Deputy Head of Mission. Embassy of Argentina in the People's Republic of China.
2016-2018: Vice-Chancellor´s Cabinet. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade
and Worship.
2013-2016: Head of the Political and Press Section. Embassy of Argentina in the
Federative Republic of Brazil.
2009-2012: Head of the Press Section. Embassy of Argentina in the Federative Republic
of Brazil.
2006-2009: Desk Brazil. Department of Border Countries, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
International Trade and Worship. 
 
Education
ISEN: National Foreign Service Institute. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 2004-2005.
Master in Strategic Management. School of Naval Warfare. Buenos Aires, Argentina.
2002-2003: Lawyer. Universidad Nacional de la Plata, Argentina. 1999.



Rosan Petrillo
Manager of Equity, Inclusion & Diversity 

Kaiser Permanente
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In January 2020, Governor Brian Kemp appointed Greg Dozier as the sixth
Commissioner of the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG). As Commissioner,
Dozier is responsible for the 22 technical colleges of TCSG and leads a team of more
than 12,000 employees across the system. Dozier has the responsibility of managing an
annual budget of more than $1.1 billion.  

Prior to joining TCSG, Dozier was Chief Financial Officer for the State of Georgia from
January 2019 to January 2020. Dozier also served as Commissioner of the Department
of Corrections where he was responsible for overseeing the supervision of nearly
52,000 felony state offenders and leading a team of nearly 10,500 employees. In 2005,
Dozier was appointed as Commissioner of the Department of Driver Services (DDS) and
guided a team of approximately 900 employees. During his appointment, DDS
celebrated many customer service improvements and, in 2008, Dozier was presented
with the Governor’s Award for Customer Service – Leadership.  

Dozier began his career in state government in 1995 as an Analyst for the Legislative
Budget Office. A few years later, he transferred to the State Board of Pardons and
Paroles where he held the position of Director of Accounting. In 1999, he joined the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) where he initially served as the Policy
Coordinator and was later promoted to the Division Director of the General
Government and Public Safety Division. Dozier has served in leadership capacities
under Governors Perdue, Deal, and Kemp. 

Dozier received his Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice and his MBA in
Finance from Georgia State University. Dozier is a graduate of the Basic Law
Enforcement Training Course, Regional Police Academy in Athens, and was the
recipient of the Frank Thornton Academic Award for Excellence. Commissioner Dozier
resides in Covington with his wife and two daughters. 

Gregory C. (Greg) Dozier 
Commissioner
Technical College System of Georgia 
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Steven Jahng is the Director of External Affairs at SK battery America. As the Director of
External Affairs, he oversees and manages Government Affairs, Community Outreach, Veteran
Affairs, Academic Outreach and Communications. 

SK battery America’s active engagement with regional stakeholders have resulted in the strong
recognition of the company in Georgia. SK battery America continues to expand working with
veterans as part of a signed agreement with the Georgia National Guard. Community Outreach
continues to be a major priority as various programs have been launched, including the Run to
Greatness 5K with the Boys and Girls Club of Jackson County and the Korean Culture classes at
the local library. SK battery America is working closely with high schools, college & career
academies, technical colleges and universities to train and educate students for the next
generation of manufacturing.  

Steven has served as a key member of Georgia’s Electric Mobility and Innovation Alliance and
continues to be a voice for E-mobility and the battery industry in the Southeast.  
Prior to joining SK battery America in 2019, Steven was the Executive Director for JP Morgan in
Seoul and Singapore, and a Director at HSBC Investment Bank in Seoul. Steven obtained his
Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering from Columbia University, School of Engineering
and Applied Science. 

Steven Jahng
Director Of External Affairs
SK Battery America
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State Representative Marvin Lim represents the citizens of House District 99, which
includes portions of Gwinnett County. He was elected to the Georgia House of
Representatives in 2020.

Rep. Lim immigrated to Georgia from the Philippines at the age of seven. Benefitting
from various forms of public assistance growing up, he eventually earned his Bachelor
of Arts from Emory University, where he graduated magna cum laude.
He performed job development for refugees and immigrants on behalf of Catholic
Charities Atlanta and testified for the first time at the state House in 2009. He later
obtained his Juris Doctor degree at Yale Law School, where he was awarded the
Benjamin N. Cardozo Prize for moot court.

Rep. Lim has established a career in both civil rights and securities law and has been
with Holcomb + Ward, LLP since 2015. As a Fulbright Scholar and a term member of
the Council on Foreign Relations, Rep. Lim has also been a frequent writer on law and
religion issues and the ethics of life.

He is also an avid marathoner and an Ironman.

Representative Marvin Lim
State Representative
District 99 (Gwinnett County)
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Bruce Thompson was born and raised on a farm in rugged Montana, where he learned
the value of hard work and perseverance. After attending college on a wrestling
scholarship, Bruce felt called to serve his country, spending six years in the U.S. Army
National Guard in tanks. 

After the military, Bruce became a serial entrepreneur, building numerous businesses
from scratch, including two automatic pool cover businesses, an insurance agency that
grew to six offices, two funeral homes, and now several software companies. Since
moving to Georgia in 1990, Bruce has served on many boards including Truett
McConnell University, First National Community Bank, Etowah Scholarship Foundation
and many more. In 2013, Bruce began serving his community as a state senator, and
was soon asked to chair the Science & Technology Committee, then the Veterans and
Homeland Security Committee, and currently chairs the Economic Development and
Tourism Committee. He has been recognized many times as the Legislator of the year
for the various bills he has authored into law. Bruce was the author of the Heartbeat
bill in the Senate, The Rape Termination bill, The carnival safety act, The deep fake
prohibition act, Dexter Mosley (Tebow) Bill and many more. 

 Now he seeks to use that legislative experience, combined with his small business
work ethic and integrity, to fix the broken Georgia Department of Labor. He is humbled
to be Commissioner-elect and is eager to get started in January. A family man and a
Christian, Bruce lives in the Cartersville area with his wife Becky of 25-years. Their
daughter Faith, graduated from Samford University, and their son Max is a Senior at
Riverside Military Academy.

Commissioner Bruce Thompson
Labor Commissioner-Elect 
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Juan Diego Ramirez is one of most influential and formidable Economist and financial advisors
in Atlanta Georgia. Juan Diego brings a wealth of understanding and passion to working with
the Hispanic community. As a driven entrepreneur, Juan Diego is dedicated to growing a
business to reflect the market he serves by expanding his Firm’s presence and deepening the
relationships in the Hispanic and Latino communities, as well as supporting diversity among
the National Latino advisors.  

It is well documented that a career as a Financial Advisor, is one of the most challenging
professions. Juan Diego has achieved record-setting success and is among the very limited
number of Nation-wide Hispanic Financial Advisors across the country who have achieved
Million Dollar Roundtable from the first years of his career, and be a FORUM recipient (the 1%
club) base on his dedication to his clients which is not only unmatched in the industry, it is
unlikely anything achieve by any advisor at any other firm. Additionally, Juan Diego has been
recognized as one of the Top 40 under 40 advisors in the Atlanta Business Chronicle
consecutive over several years. He also has been recognized as a “Rising Star” at the Annual
Gala for the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce early in
his career.

Juan Diego’s passion is to support a great percent of foreigners who want to achieve success.
He supports these clients through holistic financial planning focusing both on their personal
and business aspirations. Through this approach, JD creates a tremendous impact on the lives
of his Hispanic clients, as well as the lives of his client’s biggest asset, their families.
Because of JD’s ability to relate and forge meaningful relationships, members of the Hispanic
community with whom he works are better equipped to persevere through tumultuous times.
JD understands the importance of planning for the future and is dedicated to helping his
clients and their families.
JD plans to continue the success of growing and developing his business and creating a value
proposition for all of the clients he serves both in the Latino and traditional market for years to
come.

Juan Diego Ramirez
Director & Financial Advisor
Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management

CLOSING KEYNOTE



En Univision estamos 

con TU CIUDAD, con TU FAMILIA, 
cada Sábado y Domingo a las 6 y 11PM

CONTIGO

www.univisionatlanta.com
@Univision34Atlanta @Univision34Atlanta @Univision34Atlanta

Directora Regional de Asuntos Comunitarios

Adriana Andrade

Care isn’t just what we do at Truist—it’s who we are. We make sure people around us feel 
supported and more in control. We find out what’s important to our clients, and make it 
important to us. We get involved in meaningful ways with our communities. Why? Because
real connections and real care create better outcomes. Now that’s powerful.

When you start with care, 
you get a different kind of bank.

Truist.com
Truist Bank, Member FDIC. © 2022 Truist Financial Corporation. Truist, the Truist logo and Truist Purple are service marks of Truist Financial Corporation.
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