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Dear Esteemed Attendees,

Welcome to the 2023 Regional Hispanic Business Conference & Expo, a pivotal 
gathering for fostering economic growth and unleashing opportunities within our 
vibrant community.

As the President & CEO of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (GHCC), I 
am honored to extend a warm welcome to all participants, partners, and 
stakeholders who play a vital role in propelling our shared vision forward.

The GHCC stands as a steadfast catalyst, passionately dedicated to nurturing the 
development of Hispanic businesses across Georgia. Guided by our commitment 
to excellence and innovation, we continually strive to empower entrepreneurs, 
foster meaningful connections, and pave the way for sustainable economic 
success.

This year's theme, "Unleashing ECONOMIC Opportunity!," encapsulates our 
unwavering dedication to creating an environment where potential is not only 
realized but maximized. Through insightful discussions, valuable networking 
opportunities, and dynamic presentations, we aim to inspire and equip you with 
the tools necessary to thrive in an ever-evolving business landscape.

Together, let us harness the collective power of our community and propel 
Georgia's economic growth to unprecedented heights. I encourage you to engage, 
collaborate, and leverage the wealth of knowledge and resources present at this 
esteemed event. Your participation is integral to the continued prosperity of not 
only the Hispanic business community but also the entire state of Georgia.

Thank you for joining us as we embark on this transformative journey towards 
economic empowerment. May this conference serve as a cornerstone for fostering 
enduring partnerships and driving sustainable success for all.

Sincerely,

      ________________________________
      Verónica Maldonado-Torres
      President & CEO
      Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
 

Message from  the 
President & CEO

Verónica Maldonado-Torres
President & CEO
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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BUSINESS EXPO AGENDA - Wednesday, November 8, 2023

7:00 AM Vendor Booth Set-Up, 8:00 AM Networking, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Program 

START END TITLE LOCATION

7:00 AM 8:00 AM Vendor Booth Set-UP and Registration General Exhibit Area 

7:30 AM 8:30 AM VIP Breakfast Reception (Invite Only) Board Room

8:00 AM 9:00 AM Networking Breakfast/Reception/Exhibitor Time General Exhibit Area 

9:00 AM 9:05 AM

Opening Remarks: Veronica Maldonado-Torres 
President & CEO, Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Andrea Rivera, Chairwoman, 
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

Ballroom

9:05 AM 9:10 AM

Sponsor Remarks: Juanita Velez, Senior Manager of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion for Operations 

Delta Air Lines 
Ballroom

9:10 AM 9:25 AM

Unleashing Economic Opportunities for Minority Firms
 Speaker: Jessica G. Cavazos- Deputy Undersecretary of 

Commerce for Minority Business Development
Ballroom

9:25 AM 9:35 AM

The State of Georgia is Open for Business
Speaker: Commissioner Rebecca Sullivan - Georgia Department 

of Administrative Services 
Ballroom

9:35 AM 9:45 AM

Metro Atlanta Economic Outlook
Speaker: Mike Carnatathan, Manager of Research & Analytics - 

Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) 
Ballroom

9:45 AM 10:00 AM

City of Atlanta: Procurement Unlocked, Unleashed & 
Reimagined

Speaker: Jaideep Majumdar- Chief Procurement Officer, City of 
Atlanta City & Atl Airport

Ballroom

10:00 AM 10:15 AM Break

10:15 AM 10:45 AM

Supplier Diversity: Unleashing New Opportunities for 
Diverse Business Owners  Speakers: Moderated by Adam 

Moore, Director of Global Procurement, Assurant; Nedra 
Dickson, Accenture, Managing Director, Global Supplier 

Inclusion & Sustainability, Floss Aggrey, Randstad, Chief 
Diversity & Inclusion Officer,  Todd Gray, Kaiser Permanente,  

National Director - Supplier Diversity NFS, David Vaughn, 
Assurant,  Director Supplier Diversity and Sustainable 

Procurement

Ballroom

10:45 AM 11:00 AM

Industries of the Future Speakers: Ms. Yulonda Beauford - 
VP of Economic Development - Atlanta Technical College; 

Daniel Blackman, Statesman & Former Regional Administrator 
Ballroom

11:00 AM 11:15 AM General Exhibit Area 

11:15 AM 11:45 AM

Unlocking Where the Money is: Chips Act Inflation 
Reduction Act and Bi-partisan Infrastructure Legislation

Speakers: Terri Denison, Georgia District Director,
US Small Business Administration

Jennifer White, Procurement Counselor,
GT Tech Apex Accelerator, Georgia Tech Innovation Institute

Mark C Pope Room

11:45 AM 12:30 PM General Exhibit Area 

12:45 PM 1:00 PM

Unlocking International Business - Import/Export
Speaker: Mary Waters- Deputy Commissioner for International 

Trade- State of Georgia
Ballroom

1:00 PM 1:30 PM

Small Business - Big Growth -  How to leverage new 
models that unleash opportunity

Speakers: Alejandro Zuluaga, BTZL 
Miguel Hernandez, Rreal Tacos

Ballroom

1:30 PM 2:00 PM

The Business of Sports & Entertainment
Speakers: Doug Shipman - Atlanta City Council President, Felipe 

Arias- Hawks Venture - Vice President
Ballroom
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First floor rooms are on the left, second floor rooms are on the right

Loudermilk Conference Center

Meeting Rooms
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Exhibitors

Alliance Group 
AMIGO INSURANCE
BADER | SCOTT INJURY LAWYERS
City of Atlanta 
Country Financial 
Delta Air Lines
Department of Transportation 
Documents Strategies
Fifth Third Bank 
FISERV  /  FIRST DATA
Gas South, LLC
Georgia Minority Supplier Diversity Council 
Grady Health System
JP MORGAN CHASE & CO.
La Bonanza Hospitality Group 
MI Surgical Institute 
New York Life
Rudhil Companies
Southern Company Gas/ AGL
Univision 
Up Agency 
Vinea Capital
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SPEAKERS

Verónica Maldonado-Torres, President and CEO of the Georgia 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (GHCC)

Andrea Rivera, H3 Media Agency, Founder & President
Chairwoman, Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Juanita Velez, Senior Manager of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion for Operations Delta Air Lines 

Jessica G. Cavazos, Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Minority Business Development

Rebecca Sullivan, Commissioner
Georgia Department of Administrative Services

Mike Carnathan, Manager Research & Analytics Department
Atlanta Regional Commission

Jaideep Majumdar,  Chief Procurement Officer, Commissioner
City of Atlanta

Adam Moore, Director of Global Procurement, Assurant

Floss Aggrey. Chief Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Officer. 
Randstad North America

Todd A. Gray, Director of Supplier Diversity
Kaiser Permanente NFS

Nedra L. Dickson, Global Supplier Diversity and Sustainability 
Managing Director, Accenture

David Vaughn, Director Supplier Diversity & Sustainable 
Procurement, Assurant
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SPEAKERS

Yulonda Darden Beauford, Vice President, Economic 
Development, Atlanta Technical College

Daniel Blackman, Senior Advisor for STEM Recruitment and 
Diversity, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Terri l. Denison. District Director, SBA Georgia District Office

Jennifer White, Procurement Counselor. GT Apex Accelerator 
Georgia Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute 

Mary Waters, Deputy Commissioner, International Trade
Georgia Department of Economic Development

Alejandro Zuluaga,  Co-founder and Managing Director at 
BTZL Partners

Miguel Hernandez, Co-owner and Chief Operating Officer 
Rreal Tacos

Doug Shipman, Atlanta City Council President
City of Atlanta

Felipe Arias, Vice President, Hawks Ventures
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Verónica Maldonado-Torres is the President and CEO of the Georgia Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce (GHCC). Verónica joined GHCC in 2021, ushering in a new era 
of leadership within the organization, working with all communities and ensuring a 
prominent role in Georgia's success narrative. Since her arrival, the organization has 
expanded its services and reach to serve businesses throughout Georgia's rural and 
coastal environment, making history by securing the first federal funding for Hispanic 
business resilience and advocating on behalf of over 5,000 participants and members 
to the State Legislature and Executive to promote diversity inclusion of suppliers in 
the state of Georgia.

Verónica is a catalyst for the growth of small businesses, minority leadership, and 
large corporations looking to acquire products from small businesses. Verónica has 
been a fervent advocate for diversity, equity, and inclusion throughout her career, 
focusing on building resilient communities throughout the state. In 2023, she was 
recognized as a "Distinguished Georgian" by Georgia Trend Magazine. In 2022, 
Verónica was acknowledged as an "Outstanding Georgian Citizen" by both Vice 
Governor Geoff Duncan and Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger and was awarded 
the "Goodwill Ambassador Medal" in 2022 by Senator Lester Jackson and the Georgia 
State Senate. Verónica was listed in the "Top 500 Georgians" (2023 and 2022) by 
Georgia Trend Magazine and was also named one of the "Top 500 Most Influential 
People in Atlanta" by Atlanta Magazine (2022 and 2021).

In 2021, the Atlanta Business Chronicle recognized Verónica, along with Dr. Bernice 
King and Jimmy Etheredge, CEO of Accenture, as recipients of the "Corporate 
Diversity Champions" award and was honored with her most significant commitment 
to date as a speaker, alongside Senator Warnock and Mayor Andre Dickens, at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Commemorative Celebration, with her speech "Cultivating 
Beloved Communities" from the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist Church in honor of the 
MLK Global Memorial Service. Verónica's passion includes empowering women in the 
workforce, CEOs, and leaders to embrace her "Driven to Thrive" mindset, a model 
and lifestyle that promotes a call to work with deep meaning and a purposeful life.

Verónica has been married to her husband Sammy for 15 years and has 2 children, 
Sebastián and Katalina.
 

Verónica Maldonado-Torres

President & CEO
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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Andrea Rivera is an Emmy® Awarded producer, cross-cultural marketer, 
entrepreneur, and connector. She is a completely bi-cultural and bilingual Hispanic 
born in Medellin, Colombia, and raised in Miami, Florida. Andrea connects seamlessly 
across cultures offering a unique insight into a growing microcosm of Hispanic 
segmentation in the United States. Throughout her expansive career in marketing, 
she has helped brands to build creative expressions of their brands and product 
offering and to grow their presence and influence online and offline.

Andrea the co-founder of MejorJuntas, an organization focused on improving access 
to health and wellness for Latinas in the United States.  Andrea is dedicated to 
serving her community and active on several boards and committees including 
serving as a member of the Executive Board for the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, the Executive Director of the Alcanzando Un Sueño Scholarship Program, 
a board member for Hispanic Organization Promoting Education (H.O.P.E) and co-
Chair for the Race Relations Task Force at the GHCC.  Andrea is also the founder and 
past co-Chair of EME de Mujer, the past Executive Director of the Georgia Hispanic 
Construction Association. and her previous service includes board positions for 
ALPFA, the National Black and Latino Council, and the Latin American Association.

In 2019, the SE Television Academy awarded Andrea with an EMMY for Best 
Commercial for her copywriting and production work in ‘No Te Quedes Callado’, a 30-
second spot highlighting the sacrifices of Latino workers.  In 2015 the GHCC named 
her company, H3 Media as Business of the Year and in 2014 she was recognized by 
the Women’s Entrepreneurial Project as Rising Star.  Andrea has also been 
recognized for her business and civic leadership in several publications including 
Mundo Hispanico, Latina Style Magazine, and most recently featured Voyage 
Magazine.

If you are an organization, small business, or individual that wants to improve the 
way you connect with diverse audiences, call me at 404-421-8838, and let’s discuss. 
Of course, you can also connect with me via email at arivera@h3media.net or on 
LinkedIn. 

Andrea Rivera

H3 Media Agency
Founder & President

Chairwoman
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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SPEAKER

Born in Colombia, but raised in the A, she 
has trail-blazed her way through Atlanta’s 
UPS and Delta Air Lines corporations as a 
global social media expert. At Delta, she 
was responsible for building international 
social media presence that expanded 
across 10 countries and 11 languages. In 
2020, she transitioned to lead domestic 
cultural moments and DEI content on 
social media and launch the "Amplifying 
Black and Brown Employee Voices Series" 
to share the Delta platforms for its 
employees of colors. 

In 2016, she founded HYPE, Hispanic 
Young Professionals and Entrepreneurs as 
part of an equity solution to a gap she

experienced heavily during her corporate climb, Juanita has propelled exponential 
opportunities for the next generation of multicultural Atlanta. 

In 2018, Juanita received her instructor certification in Mindfulness Meditation 
from the University of Miguel Cervantes in Spain. She is owner of Sol Meditate, a 
meditation pop-up that focuses on bringing the practice of mindfulness meditation 
to communities of color in an effort to remove the stigma the practice currently 
holds. 

Her true passion is serving others by connecting and amplifying diverse journeys. 
Her neuropsychology degree paired with her corporate experience as a marketer 
and her community activism has led Juanita as Senior Manager of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion for Operations at Delta Air Lines and Professor at Emory 
University's MBA Venture Capital and Minority Entrepreneurship course.

Juanita Velez

Senior Manager of 
Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion for Operations 
Delta Air Lines 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Jessica G. Cavazos was appointed as the 
first-ever Deputy Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Minority Business 
Development on April 24, 2023. Before 
joining MBDA as Deputy Under Secretary, 
Ms. Cavazos was the President and CEO of 
the Wisconsin Latino Chamber of 
Commerce. She is a leading advocate for 
economic empowerment and inclusion in 
the business community, with a focus on 
promoting opportunities for Latino 
entrepreneurs and business owners. 

Jessica has a strong background in political 
outreach, economic equity, and diverse 
business development, having previously

served as a Congressional Liaison and as the Executive Director of the Volusia 
County Chamber of Commerce. Ms. Cavazos has extensive experience in 
government relations, policy, community engagement and business development. 
She has been recognized nationally for her leadership and commitment to 
advancing entrepreneurship as a basis for success in historically marginalized 
communities.

Ms. Cavazos attributes her humble upbringing, strong family values, and mother’s 
immigrant journey, as the foundation of her commitment to lead with purpose 
and help transform communities by providing greater access to resources. She 
has a A.A in Broadcasting, B.A in Business Administration, and a Certificate on 
Latino Nonprofit Leadership from UW-Milwaukee.

Deputy Undersecretary Cavazos is the proud mother of three children and 
currently resides in Washington, DC.
 

JESSICA G. CAVAZOS

Deputy Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Minority 
Business Development
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SPEAKER

Since assuming the esteemed position of 
Commissioner at the Georgia Department 
of Administrative Services, Rebecca 
Sullivan has continued to demonstrate her 
unwavering commitment to public service 
and administrative excellence. With a 
career spanning several pivotal roles in the 
legal and governance spheres, Sullivan has 
become a prominent figure in shaping the 
landscape of Georgia's public 
administration. 

Sullivan's foray into the realm of 
administrative services followed a solid 
educational foundation, having earned her 
Doctor of Law (JD) from the esteemed

University of Georgia School of Law, subsequent to her Bachelor of Science in 
Political Science from the same institution. Her early career at Elarbee, Thompson, 
Sapp & Wilson, LLP as an Associate provided her with a strong legal footing, 
which she further honed during her tenure as Executive Counsel in the Office of 
the Governor of Georgia. During her time in the Governor's office, she proved her 
mettle as a seasoned policy advisor and adept legal counsel, further solidifying 
her expertise in the intricacies of governance.

Sullivan's dedication to public service extended beyond her legal endeavors, as 
evidenced by her involvement in various organizations, including her significant 
contributions as Vice President and subsequently President of the Gwin Oaks 
Elementary School PTA. Her passion for education and community welfare shone 
through her leadership roles, reflecting her commitment to fostering a nurturing 
and conducive learning environment for the younger generation.

Notably, her contributions as the Vice Chair of the State Elections Board, spanning 
nearly a decade, underscored her commitment to ensuring the integrity and 
efficiency of the state's electoral processes. Additionally, her tenure as a Board 
Member of the Georgia Regents University Health System and her role as a 
member of the Judicial Nominating Commission and the Georgia Board of Nursing 
exemplified her dedication to advancing the realms of healthcare and justice.

Beyond her professional and civic commitments, Sullivan remains an active 
member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, a testament to her 
reverence for the historical legacy and cultural heritage of the United States.

REBECCA SULLIVAN

Commissioner
Georgia Department of 
Administrative Services
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SPEAKER

Mike Carnathan is the Manager of the 
Research & Analytics Department at the 
Atlanta Regional Commission and is one of 
the founders of Neighborhood Nexus, 
which is a community intelligence system 
for the Atlanta region, providing data, 
tools and expertise as a catalyst to create 
opportunity for all of the region’s citizens. 
The goal is to foster a data-driven 
decision-making culture in the Atlanta 
region and beyond. Mike oversees the 
compilation of thousands of variables and 
indicators that tell the data story about the 
Atlanta region. And story-telling is key. 
One of Mike’s chief challenges is to help 
community groups tell their story better 
through a data-driven approach.

Mike has worked with numerous community groups, including the Annie E Casey 
Foundation, Families First, United Way, The Community Foundation for Greater 
Atlanta, along with a host of statewide and local education agencies and other 
community groups to help them better understand the neighborhoods in which 
they work.

In addition to being a data geek, Mike has a varied background that includes 
public relations and journalism. This experiences comes in handy as one of the 
critical uses of data is to tell the right story about our community to help 
community leaders make better decisions.

A native of Georgia, Mike holds degrees in History and Journalism, along with a 
Masters in Public Administration from the University of Georgia.

Mike Carnathan
Manager

 Research & Analytics 
Department

Atlanta Regional 
Commission
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SPEAKER

Jaideep Majumdar is a seasoned leader in 
corporate procurement, boasting an 
impressive 25-year track record of global 
experience in procurement and supply 
base strategy. Over the years, he has 
successfully led and managed medium to 
large-scale global procurement 
organizations within major corporations, 
demonstrating expertise across a diverse 
spectrum of direct and indirect 
commodities and services.

Renowned for his strategic acumen and 
global outlook, Jaideep is recognized for 
his adeptness in transforming 
organizations, devising and executing

procurement strategies and solutions and establishing robust supplier 
management programs. Notably, he has earned a reputation as a leader who 
cultivates high-performing teams, shapes strategic vision, and drives effective 
change initiatives.

His profound understanding of the intricacies of procurement has enabled him to 
enhance operational and financial performance, thereby fostering long-term 
sustainable impacts within the organizations he has served. Furthermore, Jaideep 
possesses proven expertise in C11 Procurement Restructuring and M&A, having 
successfully guided organizations through the complexities of these processes.

With a Six Sigma Black Belt in Sourcing, Jaideep has accumulated valuable 
experience across an array of industries, including significant tenures at renowned 
companies such as GE, Delta Air Lines, Capgemini, and Larsen & Toubro Ltd. His 
professional journey also encompasses valuable insights gained from his 
engagements within the staffing and auto sectors.

Beyond his professional commitments, Jaideep actively contributes to the industry 
as a guest speaker at various industry events and serves as a mentor to 
numerous small and diverse businesses, offering guidance and support based on 
his wealth of experience.

Jaideep's academic foundation is rooted in his Bachelor's degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Manipal Institute of Technology, complemented by a Master's 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Catholic University of America. His 
academic achievements serve as a testament to his strong technical grounding, 
which he has skillfully combined with his strategic prowess in the field of 
corporate procurement.

Jaideep Majumdar

 Chief Procurement Officer, 

Commissioner
City of Atlanta & ATL Airport
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MODERATOR

Adam Moore is a dynamic and innovative 
executive specializing in Diversity and 
Inclusion, as well as Supply Chain and 
Commodity Management. With a Master's 
in Business Administration from Brenau 
University and a Bachelor's degree in 
Criminal Justice from North Georgia 
College, Adam brings a well-rounded 
educational background to his diverse 
professional expertise.

He currently serves as the Director of 
Global Procurement at Assurant, playing a 
crucial role in the company's procurement 
strategies and operations. Adam has an

extensive career history, having held significant roles at various esteemed
organizations such as Stellar Consulting Solutions, LLC, CVS Health, Truist, 
SunTrust, Asbury Automotive Group, Sears Holdings Corporation, Verizon 
Business, Kraft Foods, and the Dekalb County Police Department.

Throughout his career, Adam has earned several notable accolades, including the 
2017 Buyer of the Year, the 2017 and 2018 Qlik Luminarie, the Supplier Diversity 
MVP Award, and the Advocate of the Year title. Additionally, he is an esteemed 
member of the Board of Directors of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
where he continues to make impactful contributions to the field of supplier 
diversity and beyond.

Adam Moore 
Director of Global 

Procurement 
Assurant
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SPEAKER

As chief equity, diversity & inclusion officer 
for Randstad North America, Floss is 
responsible for designing, leading, and 
implementing the equity, diversity, and 
inclusion strategy and vision for Randstad. 
She brings more than 20 years of human 
resources, diversity, and compliance 
experience and also provides internal and 
external clients with guidance for effective 
strategies in diversity, supplier diversity, 
inclusion, accessibility, equity, and 
compliance. Floss believes that equity, 
diversity, inclusion, and accessibility must 
be woven into every aspect of the talent 
life cycle and that a workforce where 
everyone feels they belong is a more

innovative, effective, and productive one. Floss is a key partner in Randstad’s Hire 
Hope program which provides career readiness training and job placement 
services to underserved and at-risk women, including survivors of homelessness, 
exploitation, and trafficking. In addition, Floss’ department leads Randstad’s social 
justice initiative, the Transcend program, which provides reskilling and placement 
for diverse and untapped communities. 

Floss Aggrey

 Chief Equity, Diversity & 

Inclusion Officer
Randstad North America
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SPEAKER

Todd A. Gray is Director of Supplier 
Diversity for Kaiser Permanente NFS. In 
this role, Gray is responsible for system 
wide Supplier Diversity for National Facility 
Services. The Nation’s largest vertically 
integrated healthcare delivery system. His
responsibility includes: Facility 
Development, Maintenance, Sustainability, 
and Social Economic Impact. Prior to, Gray 
served as Director, Supplier Diversity at 
Grady Health System. Where Gray’s 
responsibilities included the development, 
implementation, and facilitation of Grady’s 
corporate supplier diversity program. 
Grady Health System is the 5th largest

public academic health system in the United States. 

Prior to joining Grady Health System, Gray served as the Head of Supplier 
Diversity for CVS Caremark at their corporate headquarters in Woonsocket, Rhode 
Island. In this role, Gray led CVS Caremark’s supplier diversity program, and was 
an instrumental workforce diversity partner. Previously, Gray also served as 
Assistant Vice President of Wachovia, and Wells Fargo Corporate Diversity with 
responsibility for the implementation of processes, procedures, and tools that 
supported enterprise-wide Diversity initiatives with Wells Fargo. Gray was a 
certified HR workforce diversity practitioner for the company. Gray joined 
Wachovia in 2005 as Lease /Portfolio Administrator of Corporate Real Estate.

Gray contributes leadership by serving as Vice-Chair of the Georgia Minority 
Supplier Development Councils Board of Directors, City of Atlanta Ethics Board 
and previously held board positions with the South Region Minority Supplier 
Development Council, the South Florida Minority Supplier Development Council, 
and the Atlanta Berean Church. Gray was recognized in 2008 by the Atlanta 
Business Journal as one of Atlanta’s Top 50 Rising Stars. Received the 2015 and 
2017 Advocate of the Year Award from the Georgia Minority Supplier 
Development Council, 2016 Advocate of the year from the Greater Women’s 
Business Council, and in both 2016 and 2017, led Grady Health System to become 
the 1st Health System in the state of Georgia to receive the Corporation, and 
Local Corporation of the Year awards from the Georgia Minority Supplier 
Development Council. Mr. Gray is a featured public speaker, cover feature in the 
2017 Who’s Who in Black Atlanta, and nationally recognized for his achievements 
in Diversity & Inclusion, and direct contributions in assuring stronger communities 
across the nation. 

Gray received a Bachelor’s of Science in Network and Communications 
Management from DeVry University, and a Master of Business Administration in 
Finance and marketing from DeVry’s Keller Graduate School of Management.

Todd A. Gray 
Director of Supplier 

Diversity
Kaiser Permanente NFS
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SPEAKER

Nedra L. Dickson, a distinguished leader in 
the realm of global supplier diversity and 
sustainability, currently serves as the 
Managing Director for Global Supplier 
Diversity and Sustainability at Accenture. 
With an unwavering commitment to 
promoting diversity and inclusion, she has 
played a pivotal role in spearheading 
Accenture's endeavors to maximize 
procurement opportunities with diverse 
businesses as suppliers and subcontractors 
across 17 countries.

Under her stewardship, Nedra has 
successfully expanded Accenture's 
Mentoring Program for diverse suppliers on 
a global scale. The Diverse Supplier

Development Program (DSDP), currently operational in the US, Canada, UKI, and 
South Africa, is set to extend its reach to Brazil and India in 2018. Notably, her 
efforts have propelled Accenture's Supplier Diversity spend to surpass 30% in the 
United States, marking a significant milestone in the company's commitment to 
fostering a diverse and inclusive procurement landscape.

Nedra's profound influence extends beyond her role at Accenture, as evidenced 
by her active engagement in various board positions within the Supplier Diversity 
Community. Her contributions include serving as a board member of the Women 
Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC), the Georgia Minority Supplier 
Diversity Council (GMSDC), the SE US Pan-Asian Pacific Council (USPAAC), the 
Canadian Aboriginal Supplier Development Council (CAMSC), the Supplier 
Diversity Leadership Council for The Conference Board (TCB), and the US 
Business Leadership SE Network (USBLN).

Acknowledged for her exceptional leadership in promoting diversity and inclusion 
and creating opportunities for diverse businesses, Nedra has received several 
accolades and recognitions, including being honored as one of Atlanta, Georgia's 
Top 25 Women in their Female Success Factor Series and featuring in WE 
magazine as one of America's Top 100 Leaders in Corporate Supplier Diversity. 
Her notable achievements also include being recognized as the WBENC Corporate 
Mentor of the Year 2017 and the USAPCC-SE region Mentor of the Year 2017, 
among other prestigious awards highlighting her profound impact in championing 
diversity.

Nedra holds an MBA from the University of Southern California, a BS degree from 
Florida State University, and a BA degree from California State University, 
Northridge. She hails from Arkansas.

Nedra L. Dickson
Global Supplier Diversity 

and Sustainability 
Managing Director

Accenture
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David Vaughn is a versatile and 
experienced leader with a robust 
background in advisory, assurance, and 
supply chain roles. With a focus on 
designing, executing, and managing 
financial and operational processes, he has 
demonstrated a strong commitment to 
staff management and development. David 
has a wealth of experience in various 
areas, including internal controls, cost 
reduction, fraud investigation, process 
improvement, and compliance.

In his current role as the Director of 
Supplier Diversity & Inclusion at Assurant,

David has been instrumental in driving the company's initiatives in fostering 
diversity and inclusion within the organization's supply chain. Prior to joining 
Assurant, he served in key positions at Cox Automotive Inc., Cox Enterprises, 
Morrison Homes, Georgia-Pacific LLC, and PwC, where he honed his expertise and 
contributed to the growth and success of each organization.

David's educational background includes a degree in Finance from the University 
of Georgia's Terry College of Business and a focus on Accounting from Georgia 
State University's J. Mack Robinson College of Business. David is currently part of 
the Board of Directors of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. His 
academic achievements, coupled with his extensive professional experience, have 
positioned him as a valuable leader in the field of supplier diversity and inclusion.

David Vaughn
Director Supplier Diversity 
& Sustainable Procurement

Assurant
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Yulonda Darden Beauford, a seasoned 
professional in the realm of economic and 
workforce development, has made 
significant strides in her career, marked by 
her exemplary leadership and strategic 
vision. Currently serving as the Vice 
President of Economic Development at 
Atlanta Technical College since January 
2016, Beauford has been instrumental in 
fostering crucial partnerships with 
businesses, industries, and community 
organizations, driving the college's mission 
of facilitating holistic growth and 
development within the Atlanta 
community.

Beauford's remarkable journey in the realm of economic development began with 
her pivotal roles at several notable Chambers of Commerce, where she honed 
her skills and expertise in fostering collaborative networks and promoting 
regional economic vitality. Her decade-long tenure as President and CEO of the 
Clayton County Chamber of Commerce showcased her exceptional leadership and 
organizational acumen, solidifying her reputation as a dynamic force in the realm 
of community development and business engagement.

Prior to her instrumental role in Clayton County, Beauford held the position of 
Vice President at the same organization, where she played a crucial role in 
shaping the chamber's strategic initiatives and spearheading efforts to bolster the 
business ecosystem in the Jonesboro area of the Atlanta region. Before her 
tenure in Georgia, Beauford served as the Director of Membership at the 
Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce, further contributing to her rich 
understanding of the intricate dynamics of fostering collaborative business 
environments.

Beauford's early career milestones include her significant contributions as the 
Executive Director of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce in Florida, where 
her proactive approach and strategic leadership led to the enhancement of 
Miami's business landscape. Her dedication to fostering economic growth and 
sustainable workforce development has been underscored by her exceptional 
contributions to various boards and committees, including her current roles as 
the Chair of the Youth Committee and a member of the Executive Committee at 
the Fulton County Local Workforce Development Board, as well as her service on 
the Greater South Fulton Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and the 
Aerotropolis Atlanta Workforce Development Collective.

Yulonda Darden Beauford

 Vice President, Economic 

Development
Atlanta Technical College
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Daniel Blackman is a distinguished 
STATESMAN, known for his significant 
contributions to environmental advocacy, 
community development, and social 
equity. With an extensive professional 
background spanning various impactful 
roles, Daniel has left an indelible mark on 
the organizations and communities he has 
served. 

Notably, Daniel's recent appointment as 
the Regional Administrator for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's 
Southeast Region marked a significant 
milestone in his career, enabling him to 
serve and protect the public health and

environment across eight states and six federally recognized tribes. In his current 
role as the Senior Advisor for STEM Recruitment and Diversity, Daniel continues to 
drive EPA's mission by fostering a diverse and inclusive workforce that reflects the 
communities it serves.

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, to immigrant parents from Barbados, Daniel's 
upbringing instilled in him a strong sense of dedication and service. His journey 
has been marked by diverse experiences, from working with esteemed 
organizations like The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change 
to contributing to significant environmental and sustainability initiatives at Capital 
Fortitude Business Advisors and the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy.

With a strong commitment to creating economic opportunities for marginalized 
communities, Daniel has actively advocated for equitable access to education, 
sustainable development, public health, and transportation. His involvement in 
various community and advocacy groups, such as the Sierra Club and the 
American Civil Liberties Union, has underscored his dedication to championing 
social and environmental justice.

Daniel's leadership and influence extend beyond his professional endeavors, as 
evidenced by his active engagement in mentoring programs and initiatives 
supporting youth minority entrepreneurship. He has leveraged his experiences 
and expertise to foster positive change and build a robust network of allies 
dedicated to creating lasting social and economic good worldwide.

Daniel's educational background includes studies in Accounting and Finance at 
Clark Atlanta University. As a nationally recognized advocate for diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, Daniel continues to inspire others to join him in his mission to build 
more resilient and equitable communities.

Daniel Blackman
Senior Advisor for STEM 

Recruitment and Diversity
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency
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In this role since May 2002, Terri Denison 
oversees the implementation of the SBA’s 
financial, counseling/training, and business 
development programs and resources for 
small businesses throughout Georgia.

Terri began her SBA career in 1987 as a 
Presidential Management Intern at the 
Agency’s Washington, D. C. District and 
Headquarter Offices. Other positions 
included working with the Agency’s former 
Minority Enterprise Development and One 
Stop Capital Shop programs and serving 
on the inaugural staff of the SBA’s Office 
of Field Operations. In 1994, she served as

the SBA representative on the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s Empowerment Zone/Enterprise Community Interagency Task 
Force. Terri has also served as the SBA Indiana Deputy District Director and 
Acting District Director in Wisconsin.

A native of Corpus Christi, Texas, Terri holds a B.A. Degree in American 
Government from Cornell University and an M.A. Degree in Urban Studies from 
Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas. She is also a graduate of the Federal 
Executive Institute in Charlottesville, Virginia.  Prior to her SBA career, Terri 
worked as the pro bono services coordinator at Neighborhood Legal Services of 
Thompkins County (NY) and a graduate intern at the City of San Antonio’s 
Department of Economic and Employment Development.

Terri l. Denison

District Director
SBA Georgia District Office
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Jennifer White is an accomplished 
Procurement Counselor based in Atlanta, 
renowned for her extensive expertise in 
procurement and government contracting. 
She has over 17 years of procurement and 
government contracting related experience 
in the education and public sector. This 
includes buying, contracting and supplier 
management experience with the Georgia 
Department of Public Health, Georgia 
Department of Revenue, and Morehouse 
School of Medicine. Jennifer also served as 
the Administrative Services Manager of GA 
Vital Records while at the Georgia 
Department of Public Health. Her diverse 
background encompasses essential aspects 
of buying, contracting, and supplier

management, reflecting her comprehensive understanding of the intricacies of the 
field.

Currently serving as a GT Apex Accelerator Counselor at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Jennifer continues to leverage her rich industry experience to provide 
invaluable guidance and support to aspiring entrepreneurs and businesses seeking 
to navigate the complexities of procurement and contracting. Her strong 
educational background, including an MBA with a concentration in finance from 
Strayer University and a BA from Clark Atlanta University, complements her 
practical expertise, enabling her to offer well-rounded and comprehensive 
assistance to her clients.

Jennifer's dedication to fostering the growth and success of businesses, coupled 
with her adept understanding of procurement processes, has solidified her 
position as a trusted advisor and mentor within the Atlanta business community. 
Her commitment to excellence and her passion for empowering others make her a 
valuable asset in the field of procurement and government contracting.

Jennifer White 
Procurement Counselor

GT Apex Accelerator 
Georgia Tech Enterprise 

Innovation Institute 
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Mary Waters is a dynamic leader known 
for her exemplary contributions to the field 
of international trade. Since 2015, she has 
served as the Deputy Commissioner of 
International Trade for the Georgia 
Department of Economic Development 
(GDEcD), where she has spearheaded the 
state's robust International Trade program. 
Her visionary leadership has played a 
pivotal role in expanding Georgia's 
exports, fostering job creation, and 
furthering the internationalization of the 
state's economy.

Under Mrs. Waters' guidance, Georgia 
achieved the prestigious distinction of

becoming a Top Ten Exporting State in 2020. Notably, the International Trade
division, under her purview, was honored with the highly esteemed "E Star 
Award" for Excellence in Export Services from the U.S. Department of Commerce 
for an unprecedented fourth time.

In addition to her role at GDEcD, Mary serves as the President of the State 
International Development Organizations, Inc. (SIDO), a premier U.S. 
organization dedicated to supporting state international trade agencies and 
development programs.

Mary's journey in international trade is marked by significant achievements, 
including her tenure as a Senior International Trade Manager within GDEcD's 
Global Commerce Division, where she successfully managed medical and biotech 
exports statewide, facilitating the expansion of small and medium-sized healthcare 
companies into international markets.

Prior to her work with GDEcD, Mary served as an International Account Manager 
at Guided Therapeutics, Inc., a renowned medical device manufacturer and 
exporter based in Norcross, Georgia. In this role, she was instrumental in driving 
the company's business development initiatives in Latin America and Africa.

Originally from Oregon, Mary is a highly educated professional, holding a Master 
of Arts in Latin American Studies from the University of Florida and a dual 
Bachelor's degree in Spanish and International Studies from Willamette University 
in Salem, Oregon. Her fluency in Spanish and Portuguese has enabled her to 
effectively navigate diverse international markets and build meaningful 
connections. Mary currently resides in Decatur with her husband Mike and their 
young daughter.

Mary Waters 
Deputy Commissioner, 

International Trade
Georgia Department of 
Economic Development
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Co-founder and Managing Director at BTZL 
Partners, a finance consulting firm that 
works with business owners and 
management teams to help them plan and 
execute growth strategies with discipline, 
protecting their legacy and enabling value 
creation.

Alejandro is a seasoned finance 
professional with more than 30 years of 
experience in banking and corporate 
finance marked by his leadership in finance 
teams across various companies in the US 
and Latin America. Throughout his career 
in Grupo Argos for over 20 years,

Alejandro led numerous treasury and cash management strategies, structured 
various corporate bond issuances and debt instruments, and participated in M&A 
transactions in the infrastructure, power and utilities, and road concessions 
industries. Additionally, in his role as CFO in Argos USA, he was instrumental in 
the integration process of multiple acquisitions, preparing the company to access 
the capital markets in the US.

Alejandro holds an MBA from Saint Louis University and a B.S. in Industrial 
Engineering from Pontificia Universidad Javeriana.

Alejandro Zuluaga

 Co-founder and Managing 

Director at BTZL Partners
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Miguel Hernandez is the Co-owner and 
Chief Operating Officer of Rreal Tacos, a 
renowned taqueria based in Atlanta, 
Georgia. His journey into the restaurant 
industry began during the COVID-19 
pandemic when he swiftly transitioned 
from a career in music to bartending and 
eventually into front and back-of-house 
operations. Embracing the challenges of 
the restaurant business, he discovered his 
passion for problem-solving and 
hospitality.

Currently, as the Co-founder of Resto 
Experience, a restaurant marketing 
agency, Miguel has solidified his presence

in the industry, offering digital solutions that elevate restaurant owners' visibility 
and profitability. Through Resto Experience, Miguel and his co-founders have 
fostered a team of dedicated specialists, creating a bridge between restaurant 
owners and marketing companies.

Miguel's commitment to driving success in the restaurant business is underscored 
by his emphasis on vision, knowledge, and sacrifice as essential qualities for 
achievement. His profound understanding of the industry's challenges is evident in 
his unwavering dedication to help other restaurateurs scale their businesses 
efficiently.

Outside of his professional endeavors, Miguel is deeply invested in creating 
opportunities for individuals within the restaurant industry, particularly those from 
diverse backgrounds. By offering equity to top-performing employees, Miguel and 
his team at Rreal Tacos have empowered their staff to share in the restaurant's 
success and contribute to the creation of generational wealth for their families.

Miguel's vision for Rreal Tacos and Resto Experience embodies a forward-thinking 
approach that prioritizes the use of modern technology, staff development, and a 
deep understanding of consumer trends. With an unwavering commitment to 
excellence, Miguel continues to make a significant impact in the Atlanta restaurant 
scene and beyond.

Miguel Hernandez

 Co-owner and Chief 

Operating Officer 
Rreal Tacos
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Doug Shipman, the current City Council 
President of Atlanta, assumed office in 
November 2021, bringing with him a rich 
history of demonstrated leadership and a 
strong commitment to community 
engagement. Shipman's vision for a 
thriving Atlanta revolves around proactive 
relationship-building and positioning the 
city as a national exemplar of embracing 
the diverse fabric of modern America.

Recognized for his exceptional ability to 
foster coalitions and bridge gaps between 
communities, Shipman has effectively
translated innovative ideas into tangible,

real-world solutions. His outstanding contributions have garnered accolades from 
various civic, civil-rights, and human-rights organizations, solidifying his 
reputation as a respected leader within the Atlanta community.

Prior to his role as City Council President, Shipman served as the CEO of the 
Woodruff Arts Center, where he prioritized diversifying artistic offerings and 
audiences while implementing effective fiscal and operational management 
strategies. Notably, during his tenure, the Woodruff Arts Center embraced and 
celebrated artists from all backgrounds, fostering an inclusive and thriving arts 
industry in Georgia.

Before his work at the Woodruff Arts Center, Shipman served as the founding 
CEO of the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, playing a pivotal role in 
the successful development and launch of the center. His dedicated efforts 
included leading a significant fundraising campaign and facilitating the acquisition 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Collection at Morehouse College.

Shipman's professional journey also includes significant contributions to 
transformative companies as a principal at the Boston Consulting Group and CEO 
of BCG BrightHouse consulting. His strategic leadership played a key role in 
facilitating impactful infrastructure and strategic planning initiatives for clients 
both nationally and internationally.

A highly accomplished academic, Shipman graduated magna cum laude from 
Emory University in Atlanta. He furthered his education by earning a Master of 
Theological Studies Degree from the Harvard Divinity School and a Master of 
Public Policy Degree from the Harvard Kennedy School.

Residing in the historic Old Fourth Ward, Shipman cherishes quality family time, 
particularly enjoying cooking with his wife and their two young daughters.

Doug Shipman

 City Council President 

City of Atlanta
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Felipe Arias is a dedicated professional 
with a passion for fostering connections 
and nurturing the growth of businesses, 
particularly those led by diverse and 
underrepresented entrepreneurs. Currently 
serving as the Vice President of Hawks 
Ventures, an investment fund with a 
mission to support early-stage startups led 
by minority founders, Felipe is committed 
to promoting inclusivity and innovation 
within the Atlanta community.

With a rich professional background, 
including leadership roles at Delta Air 
Lines, Serta Simmons Bedding, LLC,

Wayfair, INVISTA, Bain & Company, and PwC, Felipe brings a wealth of 
experience in strategic corporate initiatives, transformational leadership, and 
business management. He is known for his expertise in driving investment returns 
through the strategic management of key performance indicators and fostering 
diverse and multicultural teams.

Felipe holds an MBA from Harvard Business School, an MPhil in Management from 
the University of Cambridge, and a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the 
University of Virginia. His academic achievements complement his extensive 
industry experience, enabling him to effectively identify and nurture 
groundbreaking business ideas while prioritizing the importance of creating 
exceptional customer experiences through data-driven strategies.

Felipe Arias
Vice President

Hawks Ventures
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EXECUTIVE COMITEE 
•Andrea Rivera 
•Socorro Rodriguez 
•Rich Johnson 
•Sally Wilson 
•Jose Paniagua

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
•Jason Anavitarte 
•Maria Alejandra 
Bastidas
•Luis Bonilla
•Eugene Brooks
•Rodney Bullard
•Keyla Cabret-Lewis 
•Andrew Diaz 
Winkelmann 
•Barbara Dominguez 
•Miguel Dominguez 
•Russell Falkenstein 
•Carmen Garcia 
•Jorge Gomez 
•Nicole Hendrickson 
•Vanessa Ibarra 
•Dr. Kevin James 
•Jose Jimenez 
•Dr. Jann Joseph 
•Marvin Lim 
•Mariano Maluf 
•Jesus Martinez 
•Antonio Molina

2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

•Adam Moore 
•Roberto Morales 
•Edgar Moreno 
•Erin O'Donnell 
•Bernadette Olmos 
•Rosan Petrillo 
•Clara Richardson-Olguin 
•Anthony Rodriguez 
•Ximena Roth 
•Crystal Sanchez 
•Carlos Sanchez 
•Ivan Shammas 
•Albert Sorto 
•Niteen Suresh 
•Philip Thorogood 
•David Vaughn
•Juanita Velez 
•Luis Virguez 
•Glen Wilkins 
•Adrian Williams 
•Marielba Zambrano 
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